Shrewsbury retained the Silk Trophy in the most competitive game in this year's
festival. Having accounted for their two previous opponents with ease over the last
two days, Shrewsbury knew that Eton were looking to avenge their defeat last year on
home soil to the Salopians and with Rondebosch likely to beat Oundle, only a win
would do for Shrewsbury.

Eton won the toss and chose to bat in perfect conditions on a pitch that would be
likely to deteriorate during the day. Eton started slowly against the accurate
bowling of George Panayi and Charlie White before the former picked up the first
wicket with a stunning slip catch by Ed Barnard with the score on 36. The
introduction of the prolific Henry Blofield into the attack saw him remove the Eton
skipper Gnodde, when the umpire adjudged him caught at the wicket with the score on
70 after 20 overs. He was quickly followed back to the pavilion by Russell.

The next pair added 50 in quick time and with the score on 124/3 in the 33rd over,
Eton look poised for a big and challenging total. Some astute bowling changes by
Henry Blofield spelled disaster for Eton as Charlie White wiped out the middle order
with two wickets in an over and suddenly Eton were 130/6. Blofield reintroduced
himself keen to add to the tally of 12 wickets under his belt and was quickly
rewarded with another wicket as Eton slumped to 134/8.  George Panayi was
reintroduced to mop up the tail but not before Blofield picked up his 4th wicket
with the first ball of his final over in school cricket. Five balls bowled to the
Eton number 11 failed to yield Blofield his 3rd consecutive five wicket haul, but
Panayi picked up his 2nd wicket when Eton's number 10 holed out to Carrasco.

Shrewsbury started cautiously, with the knowledge that Rondebosch had trounced
Oundle by lunchtime and that they were just behind Shrewsbury on run rate. Westbury
went for 7 with score on 10 driving at a wide delivery. Harry Adair and Ed Barnard
put on 30 before the former was caught at slip then Joe Carrasco quickly followed.
Barnard quietly accumulated runs while Cook at the other end was more muscular in
his approach. With the score on 87/3 in the 31st over, Shrewsbury seemed well poised
before a middle order collapse saw them slump to 102/7 as Will Cook, Ed Barnard,
George Lewis and George Panayi all went in quick succession trying to force the pace
against the slow bowlers.

Eton had their tails up and scented victory, however Jamie Humes and Henry Blofield
had other ideas. With the scorer calculating run rates ball by ball, the pair nudged
and nurdled their way to 142. Despite many LBW shouts, a dropped catch and some very
tight runs, they edged their way towards the target. Three consecutive maiden overs
were played out and the runs per over target went above 4 for the first time.
Shrewsbury were now comfortably above Rondebosch on run rate but could not afford to


lose wickets.

The return of opening bowler McMillan with 5 overs to go and 20 still needed played
into Shrewsbury's hands. Three dot balls were followed by a scrambled two through
the leg side, then inexplicably he bowled a waist high full toss that Humes smote to
the mid wicket boundary for six. Suddenly, the pressure was off and Shrewsbury
reached their target with 14 balls to spare.

All of the Shrewsbury players had played their part in retaining the Silk Trophy and
despite not being able to defend their HMC T20 and School Sports Magazine National
Under 17 titles, they should be proud of their achievement this season.

